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Chain of Lakes Improvement Project
As the Chain of Lakes Improvement Project works
its way through year 2 of the 5-year program, all
participants have felt the pain associated with the
start-up of this endeavor. With most permits now in
the hands of the applicator and as the dust settles
somewhat, we feel now is a good time to give our
members an update on why and when the issues with
the 2018 treatment season happened.
To understand the ‘why’ and ‘when’, it is important
to understand the structure of participants in this
program:






First and foremost, Washtenaw County Water
Resources (WCWR) is the administrator of this
project. They put the financing together with the
participating townships and selected the chemical
and harvesting contractors. They review the data
points from their lake scientist and communicate
those findings to the applicator and permitting
authorities.
Second, the weed control contractors provide
harvesting or herbicide treatment to the lakes per
the specifications provided by WCWR. The
herbicide applicator is the only one who can
apply for and receive the permits and is
responsible for strictly following the permit
restrictions. Although permits are not required
for harvesting, the activity needs approval by
WCWR.
Third, and lastly, Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) receives the
data and required applications for permits. The
MDEQ and combined in some cases with other
State departments review the applications and
either issue a permit as applied for (or with
modifications) or deny permits.

In early April of this year the PBWOA was informed
by WCWR of the presence of a Federally protected
endangered species. In this case the species was the
Snuffbox mussel. This mussel, if exposed to certain
chemical concentration levels – in particular copperbased products – would be affected. In late April
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members of the PBWOA board along with the
WCWR met with the key official from MDEQ. We
asked if these mussels were in our lake system and if
so, where? The MDEQ stated that data is not fully
understood, and that further research would be
required. This left the entire permitting process on
hold, not only for us but across the State of
Michigan.
With the collaborative efforts of WCWR, PBWOA,
Senator Joe Hune and concerned lake owners the
MDEQ ultimately issued most of the required
permits for 2018 but not until late June. Information
and conditions change weekly and we are trying to
stay on top of issues concerning our lakes and our
members. As of this writing Jonathan Pelukas,
WCWR Program coordinator reports:
“The first round of herbicide applications and
mechanical weed harvesting have been
completed and now on to the second round! The
post-application lake surveys have been
conducted and several areas have been identified
that require another treatment and one area for
harvesting.
Herbicide Treatment Schedule: The applicator
is planning on heading back out to the HRCL on
Tuesday August 7th. [Targeted are Little
Portage Lake, the Portage canals and Tamarack
Lake. (ed. Revision)] Here is the link to the
applicators schedule: https://
www.aquaticservicesinc.info/schedules.
If you would like to see the areas where the
applicator will be applying on Little Portage,
Portage and Tamarack, please follow this link:
https://www.washtenaw.org/799/Chain-of-Lakes
-Weed-Control-Activities.”
Your PBWOA Board has been engaged in extensive
communication with the involved authorities. We
have placed copies of some of those communications
on our website at http://www.pbwoa.org/
correspondence/. We will continue to advocate for
an effective weed control project.
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Free Alerts from Area Agencies
Nixle is a free service that delivers up-to-date information from local public safety departments and
schools. The information can be delivered via text
messages and/or email. Participating local agencies
include the Washtenaw and Livingston County
Sheriffs, Hamburg and Pinckney Police, and Michigan State Police.
Alerts can include severe weather, criminal activity,
traffic problems, missing persons and local events.
You can sign up at http://www.nixle.com.

Proposed 2018 timeline for the Chain of Lakes Improvement Project
Provided by Washtenaw County
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Portage Chain Curiosity and Wonder

Or how about being on the lake going from glass
calm to a mild wind filling in, forming small, then
large ripple patterns on the water, and listening to
the sound of tiny waves softly slapping the boat hull
then feeling the soft breeze through hair and against
sunburnt skin. There’s nothing like it, and that’s
being curious and paying attention to lake wonder.

You’re missing everything.
Our Portage Chain of Lakes has such a terrific and
endless amount of things to see and enjoy – let’s take
just a bit to think about the things we can see just
about any time we want. Simply amazing is the
expanse of fresh water, and the fact that the chain,
even explored a lifetime will continue to offer
surprises every year. All it takes is curiosity and
wonder – and to stop for a while and look.

What if you got everything ready and got out right
after a thunderstorm on the water and saw a double
banded rainbow, landing on gold cottages at each
end? Wouldn’t that be worth being curious?

Most outings on the lake find a boater looking at the
“thin band”, that is just the surface of the water, other
boats, other people, and what may be just ahead;
from the surface of the water to about 30 feet above
the surface and that’s it. There’s tons more to see if
one will slow down, look up, and look down. Stop,
be curious. You’re missing everything!

Ever float on the lake on a hot summer evening and
feel the cool dry air fill in from shore and mix with
the warm moist air from the warm lake? The
breeze pulses warm moist, cool dry, warm moist,
cool dry, and so on. If you’re paying attention
there’s very few sensations like it.
And floating quietly or sailing on the lake at night?
No analogies for that except maybe feeling like
you’re out in the universe somewhere. Maybe you
should go out and come up with your own.

Being on the lake with its wide expanse gives one a
chance to look up at the view of cloud formations,
constantly changing, either small puffy clouds, long
and rippled or hazy, or huge pink thunderheads in the
distance. As dusk arrives, sometimes you can
actually see a lightning show in these massive
storms. By the way when was the last time you
floated around in a boat and imagined all the things
big puffy cloud formations looked like? Probably
too long ago. Where did your wonder go?
Look, we also have Bald Eagles that cruise up so
high, often almost out of sight. How they can see a
fish from that height remains a total amazing
mystery, as it’s often hard for people to see fish when
standing right in the boat. Then there’s our resident
“fish hawk”, the Osprey, who flies high along the
shoreline on thin wings, only to pause and flutter in
one position “looking at something”. Frequently one
can watch them flutter, drop 30 feet, flutter, drop, and
so on, until they fly straight down and hit the water at
amazing speed, then pull up a fish and fly to a tree on
shore to eat. Think this rare? No, you’ve just been
missing it. It’s seen many times a week, but you can
only see this type of thing if you are curious and
aware, and not just looking at the “thin band”.
How about at dusk / getting dark, while looking to
the giant tree line to the west with children or
Grandchildren introducing them to curiosity and
imagination. See? Why that looks like the shape of
a bunch of dinosaurs, yes, a T-Rex, a Brontosaurus,
Stegosaurus, Raptor. You’re in a boat pointing out to
kids Dinosaurs on the horizon? Now you’ve got
their attention, off the smart phone, and with full
curiosity, and wonder. Don’t be surprised when they
ask you to go out in the boat again.
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Guess what? We haven’t even looked below the
water yet! Let’s do that too. Ever notice that a
point of land extends out under water for a really
long time? How about how many kinds of aquatic
vegetation there are? Of course we have more than
we should right now, at least for now we’re not
talking about that. Our Portage Chain of Lakes
native aquatic vegetation in its natural and historical
density is beautiful and always has been.
Just driving slowly along the drop-off while looking
through the surface is another world, and most have
never slowed down to do this. Just try it. See for
once the bottom contours, sand, gravel, long
tapering drop offs, sunken islands, rocks, fish,
crayfish, and so on. Don’t be surprised you end up
doing this for literally hours. Be curious and aware
of what’s below the surface, it’s mesmerizing, and
you’ll never see it all in a lifetime.
So the next time you’re on your shoreline, on your
dock, or out in a boat, stop. Wake up. Turn your
Stereo off. Quit looking at the “thin band”. Always
look up, look down, through the lake surface, over
and over again. Be curious and aware like you
never have before of all the wonder of our Portage
Chain of Lakes.
By Craig Kivi
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and the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality) is offered free in an effort to promote boater
awareness and understanding of the problem that
“aquatic hitchhikers” can create.
Their trailer-mounted unit uses high-pressure,
heated water, takes up very little space and did not
interfere with the boat launch movements. A containment mat soaked up the water so that there was
no run-off. It takes less than five minutes and the
students provided lots of valuable information
throughout the process. We look forward to the
possibility of hosting them again next year.

Mobile Boat Wash
The PBWOA has sponsored two MSU Free Mobile Boat Wash programs at the Portage Boat Access
Site this summer. The first one was held June 14th,
the second was held August 2, 2018 Two MSU
Bachelor of Science (Fisheries and Wildlife) students
provided free boat washes to 17 boat owners on June
14th and 7 boat owners on the August date. They
reported that the June 14th boat wash was considered
one of their best responses to their program this year.
They also received credit for speaking with more
than 50 people about the importance of the “Clean,
Drain, and Dry” steps to prevent the spread of aquatic hitchhikers.
“Movement of boats and trailers among water bodies is the most common way Aquatic Invasive Species spread in Michigan. Washing is an easy way to
stop them.” The statewide program (sponsored by
Michigan State University, the US Forest Service
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PBWOA Online
Your association maintains several online sites to
keep you informed;
Website: The PBWOA website (http://pbwoa.org) is
updated frequently with information useful to waterfront owners. Check back often.
Facebook: We have recently added a Facebook
group to highlight PBWOA activities. Go to https://
www.facebook.com/HuronRiverChainofLakes/.
“Like” and “Follow” the group. “Share” important
items with your Facebook friends.
Email: If we have your email address we will occasionally send you important and timely information.
We do not share your email addresses.
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